October 1, 2007

Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg

City Hall

New York, NY 10007

Re:  69th Street Pier Ferry Service in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn

Mayor Bloomberg:
Per my letter to you, dated June 28th, 2007, I have circulated a petition in Bay Ridge to garner interest in reinstating the 69th St. Pier ferry service.  As I work full time, and am a CUNY-BA student in the evening, it was difficult to reach all of the citizens who are interested in this initiative.  However, I have enclosed a petition with 1,401 signatures of citizens who support reinstating this ferry service in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn. A copy of this petition has also been sent to State Senator Marty Golden, Council Member Vincent Gentile, and Assembly Member Janele Hyer-Spencer (with more signatures sent directly to their respective district offices).  In addition, 
I have attended the Community Board 10 and the Bay Ridge Community Council meetings, 
where I have addressed the issue of reinstating the ferry service at the 69th St. Pier in Bay Ridge.  
In terms of transportation, Bay Ridge is one of the most underserved neighborhoods in Brooklyn.  Our Subway line (R train), is grossly inadequate, with intermittent service and stations in need of restoration.  The Express Bus service is overcrowded during morning rush hours (with passengers paying to stand), particularly on the X37 route.  The service at night is similar, with even less reliability of buses after 6pm.  There is no accountability for bus routing, schedules, or service by the MTA.  In spite of the growing number of commuters in Bay Ridge (84.5% commute by bus or subway), our transportation needs have not been addressed.
Reinstating ferry service at the 69th St. Pier is a viable alternative for commuters in Bay Ridge, to ease congestion on roadways and subway lines, and improve commute times to Manhattan.  The pier at 69th St. was rebuilt, and $500,000 has been earmarked in the budget (2004) for the ramps to accommodate a ferry. 
There has been overwhelming local support for this initiative, in addition to full support in our district from State Senator Golden, Council Member Gentile, and Assembly Member Hyer-Spencer.  I have also contacted Congressman Fossella’s office, and he is supportive of an initiative that would also address the local traffic/parking issues for the area around the 69th St. Pier.  

The issue is straightforward: transportation is a real issue for the citizens of Bay Ridge, Brooklyn.   The solution I propose is a viable alternative to the current transportation issues plaguing our neighborhood, and one that follows along with your PlaNYC.
New York Water Taxi currently provides service to commuters from the Brooklyn Army Terminal (BAT), to the South Street Seaport.  This service is in danger of being discontinued, as the coordination between the ferry service and local transportation to the ferry terminal has been an issue.  The majority of passengers who utilize the ferry at BAT, drive to the terminal and park in the lot provided.  For passengers who do not drive, it is difficult to get to the terminal by public transportation.  Therefore, this ferry service has been underutilized, leaving many passengers to rely on Express buses or subway service.
In order to address the growing need of ferry service at the 69th St. Pier, the current BAT water taxi could be expanded to add 69th St. as a stop.  The ferry would run in a loop from BAT, to 69th St., then to South Street Seaport.  In addition, ferry commuters would be able to change boats at Pier 11, and continue on to a midtown destination (34th Street).  I have contacted Travis Noyes, from New York Water Taxi, and he agrees that this is a viable option.
This transportation alternative will provide coverage to the commuters at BAT and 69th Street, while addressing the parking issues that may arise in the neighborhood at 69th and Shore Road.  Commuters, who need to park & ride, will be able to utilize the BAT parking lot.  
Commuters who do not drive will be able to take public transportation to the 69th St. Pier.  
In order to make this a viable option, the local buses (B1 and B9) that transit 69th St., could be rerouted to run straight to the pier, rather than make the turn that they currently do at Narrows.  
In addition, local transportation issues will need to be addressed, to ease the “shuttle” service by local buses (skip stops to coincide with the ferry departure/arrival times) to the 69th St. Pier.  
This is a realistic option that can be easily addressed, and may improve the local bus service and congestion within Bay Ridge.
In addition, many voters expressed the need for reinstating the ferry stop at St. George Pier in Staten Island.  With the current construction on the Verrazano Bridge, these commuters would like an alternative to getting to Bay Ridge.  This is an option that could be explored once ferry service is restored to 69th St. Pier in Bay Ridge.

Mayor Bloomberg, Bay Ridge is a growing and thriving community that deserves to have viable transportation alternatives for commuting to and from Manhattan.  The ferry at the 69th St. Pier is that viable alternative.  The pier has been rebuilt, with funds set aside to reinstate a ferry terminal.  The service by New York Water Taxi can easily be extended to cover the 69th St. Pier.  The parking situation can be addressed by continuing to utilize the Brooklyn Army Terminal parking lot.  The local bus service in Bay Ridge can be restructured to accommodate ferry commuters during rush hours.  All these actions will help to ease congestion on the streets, improve commute times, and improve the economic conditions of Bay Ridge residents.
I urge you to listen to the hundreds of voting citizens who have signed this petition, and consider reinstating the ferry service at the 69th Street Pier in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn.  I would appreciate discussing this further with either you, or your Deputy Mayor.
Best regards,
Heather McCown

heatherjjay@gmail.com
(917) 971-0007

Attachments
Cc:
Daniel Doctoroff, Deputy Mayor for Economic Advancement and Rebuilding

Marty Golden, New York State Senator


Vincent Gentile, Council Member, District 43


Janele Hyer-Spencer, Assembly Member, District 60


Vito Fossella, Congressman, U.S. House of Representatives, District 13
